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The Blind receive heir fo br, the lame walk, the * are 
| cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed _ avid. => 
Je have the Seel n to them, 


d 
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- \HESE are the TIE of our bleflcd ier py 
belong to a hiſtory remarkable enough, and not leſs 
important. It was in the beginning of the exerciſe 
of his miniſtry: John Baptiſt being then put into priſn. 
Now it was, that our Savior took upon himſelf the cha- 
racer, - the office deſtin'd him from the beginning, the - 
Meſſiahſhip: and that in the moſt open, and public manner. 
After Paſſover, he ordains his KS, A diſciples ; preaches 
that famous Ordination Sermon, the magna charta of chri- 
ſtianity, commonly called, of the mount. And then by a 
moſt prodigious profuſion of miracles, alarms the Whole 
world about him. Whence the Romans in Judea, the 
Greeks, Phœnicians, Idumeans, Syrians, all flock to him 
in immenſe erouds; to hear his preaching, to be heal'd of 
their diſeaſes, and to ſee ſo very extraordinary a perſon. _ 
John Baptiſt himſelf was ſurpriz'd at it, whilſt in priſon.” 
He ſends two of his diſciples to our Savior, to inquire, - 
whether in reality he was the Meſſiah, the o zegyouþ©-; or 
whether they ſhould expect another: He N that he 
himſelf was a forerunner of Meſſiah. Still he could not 
tell, but IE SVS might be le n of heaven, 
to introduce the N prince. apprehended, that 
IE SVS was to be the ſacrifice, £0 VEE ns of the Whole 
world. But probably, he had ſtill a notion (which all the 
Jews were tinctur'd withal) of a glorious, a potent, and tri» - 
umphant king; who was to redeem em from the Roman 
power, and conquer the univerſe, This ſeems to be the 
cauſe of the Baptiſt's heſitation. Heiden the profuſion of 
| Our 


2 A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE 
Gur Savior's miracles aſtoniſh'd him. He himſelf did none. 


John x. 41. This it was, that made John's diſciples to 


doubt too. Therefore he thou ght it ere to aſk. N 0 
water himſelf. | 
TESVS anſwers them in che words of our text. $8. Luke 
relating this piece of hiſtory judiciouſly premiſes this note. 
And in 3 fame hour, be cured many of their infirmities, 


DD. wo evil ſpirits : and unto many that were 
Val, ke 4% 1 


ave 
Our 45 was 10 the midſt of the acl of his patients, 
when John's diſciples came to him. To his miraculous 
cures he refers them, for his anſwer; and for his ctedentials. 
Go, and ſhew Yohn theſe things. And on a ſerious reflection, 
be will be able to fatisfy Fifa and you.” Which is a 
better conviction, than 285 a man bears TORE of him- 
ſelf. John v. 31, 32. 
I beg leave from the words of our text, to dilcourte to 
Jou on the following topics. e 


1. 70 inquire, how healing of diſeaſe becomes one che- 
racter of Meſſiah. | 


II. ! ſhall conſider the nature and manner of our Savior 5 
cures. f 
III. I ſhall make ſome application, and addreſs, on occa- 
flon of the 3 ſolemnity. | 


I. We 'are to. inquire, bi the heating of diſeaſes ha 
comes one great charter of the Mefſfian. 
The divine art of healing diſeaſes, may well de pro- 
nounc'd the greateſt gift, the mal confummate bleſſing chat 
God can betow on us mortals : either as redounding to our 
| own 


'* Nor} is it i 133 very Any of this carte By the courſe 
Mi evang compoſed 20 years ago from a correct harmony 
of the a. aro wg I have aſſigned above 100 particular days of our Savior's 
tranſactions; 1 find it was the day after our Savior rais'd the widow's fon at 


Nain : vi. wedneſday 1 May, in the vulgar of Chriſt ; but in he 
a4 year of ks tru agg, l yy Fe 5 
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For what are all kde adräntsges and N. e eee, of mind, 
body, or fortune, without health? Propoſe any of the 
pleaſures, or profits, or honors of this life, to a man under 

the raging pains of the gout, or the fire of a fever: he will 
turn a deaf ear. Tell him of celeſtial happineſs, in à glo- 
rious futurity. The moſt cogent argument you can uſe, 
would be to releaſe him of his preſent pain. We open an 
agreeable and a ready way to the inmoſt receſſes of a man's 
heart and affections, whilſt we adminiſter to his bodily 
health. And that doctrin will then be ſeaſonable, will be 


reliſhed,: Which Waun bim to reliſh all the ather falicitics | 


; and bleflings of life. 7 1 5 


— 0 3 2 . 1 4, , * 


This was our Saviar's Wr as it were of opening ls 
een of calling the crouds to the welcome news of 
the goſpel; the glad tidings from heaven; the laſt revelation | 

of God's will to mankind; the aſſurance of a happy immor- 
tality to thoſe that embrace it. Before this, he had the 


teſtimony of John Baptiſt: but he ſays, I have gr cater it 


neſs than that of. John. Fun the works which the Futher 
hath given me to finiſb, the ſame works that I do, bear . 

neſs of me, that the Father hath; ſent me. John v; 36. 
But the authority of the Baptiſt, proclaiming the divinity. 
of Chriſt's perſon and office; the dry lectures of ; morality; 
or the ſublime doctrines of the goſpel, meekneſs, chaſtity, 
ſobriety, patience, forgiveneſs of injuries, returning good 
for evil; even the reverſionary promiſes of future happineſs: 
all theſe would not have brought ſo numerous an attendance; 
without the Saracens of an immediate relief from corporal. 
diforderstt #15; 

He added e to "RY + Zang the ing of diſ- 
eaſes. Both did act ſeparately, and conjointly, to carry on 


his beneficent Een He could not other wiſe have ſo in- 


figuated bimſelt into their favor, as to be able fucceſsfully 
N WH to 


own emolument; or as in common, a bend W LEG 


1 i 


ſtaid two days with them, 'tho' he did no miracle among 

them; yet they ſay, Nom we'bave hrard bim our ſelves, wwe 5 
Eno that this. it indeed the Chriſt, A. 
John iv. 42. And thus with his divine eloquence, and his 


ginning of the goſpel, called #he- 
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to introduce: his henpenly dectrin- The Samaritans; u n. 
tion beyond meaſure at enmity ie the Jews, after he had 


the Savior f the 


healing hand, he captivated the world around him. 5 
and TESUS went about all Galilee, teaching in their 


Hnagugues, and preaching the | the kingdom, and 
22 al manner 'of m n e coſe A * 22 To 


among the. | 
And 5 e ee e i 
unto him all fick people, that were taken with divers diſeuſes 


and torments ; and all thoſe which were poſſeſſed with devils, 
and thoſe which were lunatic, and thoſe "hat Dag: the palh, : 


and be heuled them: Matth. iv. 24. fg 

And there followed lim great multitudes of people Ben Ce- 
ble, and from Decapolis, and from Yeruſalem, and from 
dea, and from beyond Jordan, and from Tdumea, and 


| n e and Sidon. Mark iii. 8. 


ren part of the world at the be- 
ginning of the kingdom of 

heaven. Luke xvi. 16. xix. 11. the NN of the kingdom ; 
when John Baptiſt ſent this meſſage to our Savior. He 
made uſe of this method of healing diſeaſes, not only as 
agreeable to the reaſon of things, and the beſt means of at- 


taining the propoſed end; but it was pointed out, in innu- 
* 5 one of the primary charadters of the 


Meffiah. 
1 ſhall exhibit an eaſy proof of it only from that moſt 
noble and eloquent writer, Iſaiah, deſervedly ſtiled the 


Fyvangelical prophet; who paints the whole life, doctrin, and 
_ death of our blefſed Savior, in ſuch lively colors, that one 


W 9 
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=: matt the facred Writings are the farſt;: : In the 
1 al, Moſes is ſuperlatively eminent: in . — 
7 language cen go further | 
Ifaiah-2xxv. 4. Bebotd your — ak vengeance, 
even God with a rec be will come and ſave you. 
Then the eyes of "the blind foult be opened, and the ears f 
the deaf unſt 
Then ſhall lame lee ab an bart; and the PR of the 
. dumb fing. And ſo on to the end of the chapter. A plain 
_ deſcription of the time we are now ſpeaking of, concerning 
John f Baptiſt, and our Savior beginning to preach. - | 
Again xXxix. 18. Ir that day ſhall the deaf hear the wards 
e ; and the cyes of the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity | 
rkneſs.- 
MO ner ran and cds poor rejoice in 
one a 
Again xlil. A graphical deſcription of our davior, 6h „ 
the Mud eyes, tw bring owe the ee, and them that re in 


bring the blind by a 70ay- that they knew. t 


= 77 Till 
will male darkneſs light before: them, 
19. Haar ye. deaf; and lunb yo blind, | that yo nm fe 
Again xliii. 8. Ixi. 1. Luke iv. 18, 
And thus it became him to- fulfil all ri righteouſneſs ; and 
this i in the moſt extenſive manner poſſible, 3 3 and 
by that gadlike and moſt excellent charity, A 
greateſt: of: alefdfings, health; the uſe of our organs 
| - Nay he went further, he ſnatched e leg 
from the captivity of the Devil, — wr 
e n FIN 


| oh To confder the n; * ure and a the manner of on N 
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miraculous; and yet { 


In general we muſt ; urs they were all confelledly . 


metimes hes 2 to uſe” natural 


means, as it were to take off the ſurprize. John ix. He 


made a liniment of a little clay and n with which he 


anointed the man's eyes; and after that, he ſent him to pwaſh 


in the pool of Siloam, upon which he was reſtored. 


Another time, he was graciouſly . pleaſed+to heal a man, 
waiting * a long time to waſh in the pool of Betheſda, : 
John v. 4. where an Angel occaſionally imparted a medi- 
cinal ri to the water. From which: hiſtory we may thus 
remark, as it is of eee uſe: to What follows in our 
diſcourſe. , a 

Juſt before. cur r Savior's advent; the Spirit of God, Wich 
had long been filent in his ſupernatural - agency with 


the Jewiſh church, began by little and little to exert 


himſelf in /a miraculous manifeſtation, to prepare for the 
great approach. An Angel appeared to Zacharias in the 


"_ le * ; to the Virgin Mary + ; to Joſeph : Elizabeth 


led. with the-Holy Ghoſt, and: prophedies, Luke i i. 4T. 


ah the like, ver. 67. Simeon, Luke ii. 2 5. Anna; 
ver, 36. Caiaphas the Highprieſt, John xi. 80. Angels ap- 
peared to the ſhepherds in the field of Bethlehem, Luke 


U. 9. to the Magi a miraqulous An, and an TP Marth, 
ii. 12. 

But to return to the manner of our Savior's s Cures, Mark | 
viii. 22. he twice touched a man's eyes with his ſpitele: 
He that formed the wondrous texture of the eye, could 
render it an infallible colhrium. Blind Bartimeus, and his 
companion, he reſtored, by the ceremony of touchin 
their eyes, Matth. xx. 34. 80 he healed Malchus's ear by 


— it, Luke xxii. 51. mg healed. a leprous perſon 
by touching him, Matth. viii. Mark i. 40. ili. 10. 


: Euke v v. 12. vi. 19. He e e the man whom _— 


on 
.& Luke i. Il, + "Ee 46 i Match. i. 20. u, 13: 19, 22. 
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Ge elle avoided; to ſhow, that infection could not reach 
him: the man was clean in the a: of touching. It was 


 ealy for ſuch a one to make his way through the croud. 


Hie kneels down and modeſtly ſays, If thou: wilt, thou canſt 
make me clean. Our divine phyfician anſwers him, but 
touches him firſt, I 40:/l, be thou clean. He prevents his 

hope, tho' not his faith: He touched a clean body, =ys 

Origeds; upon t this occaſion.” * 

Luke xvii. 11. He ſent ſome 1 to how themſelves to 
the high prieſt. They went with eager haſte, thinking the 
ſight of the pontiff was to cure them, but che true — 
ö s them on the road; they found themſelves whole. - 
Mark vii. 31. A deaf and dumb man: he put his n 

into his ears, and touched his tongue with ſpittle. 
Luke xiii, 11. He heals the woman en together, by 

1 5 laying his hands-on her. 

He healed many only by the un of. his garment. Mark 

ui. 10. Luke vi. 19. Matt. ix. 20. 

A man with a withered hand, he bids — Aretch: it forth; 3 
which was the cure. Matt. xi. 10.1 : 
_ Moſt commonly he heals: his patients bet a "agg whe 
- preſent; ſometimes When abſent: as the noblemanꝰ s ſon at 
Capernaum. Luke vii. They found that the fever left him, juſt 
at the time that he you The like of the Roman centurion's 
ſervant. Matt. viii. 5. our Savior offer d to go to his houſe, 
but ſo ſenſible was the polite ſoldier of his all- powerful word: 
that hee · only deſired him to ſpeat the cure. The. like of the 
Syrophœnician woman's Conus Who was: demoniac. | 
Matt. xv. 28. : 3 
And this lewis: us to aha Fig controverly- among : 
the learned; the - caſe of demoniaciſm: which it is ne- 
ceſſary for us 40 conſider. 'Tis degrading the dignity of 
Chriſt's divine miſſion, in a high degree, to ſpirit away the 
ae hiſtorical 205 in — it was * 2 diſeaſe. If 


we 
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we admit the evangelical hiftory to be juſt and true, A 
hold it to be literally underſtood. And if we give it the ſame 
fair uſage, which any other hiſtory demands, the evidence 
both internal, and external, is unenceptionable. 52 "Pp 
| To ſtate the caſe, and fer it in as plain'a light as our time 1 
wlll admit of. 
1. 1 obſerve, in regard. to the external evidenes/ The 
queſtion ö agitated about this matter, is whether 
it was a real diſtemper, or a poſſeſſion by an evil ſpirit? 1 in 
anſwer, I ſay it was both. But the queſtion I propoſe to 
difcuſs is this, Whether it was a natural diſtemper heben 
call'd demoniaciſm, in the ſenſe that the ancient phyſicians 
meant, when they call'd a difeaſe by the name of facred; or 
divine; in regard to the portentous nature, and ſymaptorns 
diſcernible therein? and here I hold in the negative. 


#+ 


I muſt needs underſtand the ſcripture literally, and biſto- 1 


rically..' There is as much evidence: for it, as of Cxſar's 
commentaries, Tacitus, or any other writer: nay I may 
ſay more. Becauſe we have the four evangeliſts compiling 
a fame hiſtory ; agreeable in their teſtimony, of undoubted 
veracity, not writing in concert: and this, concerning matters 
notorious, done before millions of * people in a learned age; 
1 fall or anger en all nations of the 
world, 
Thoſe that aner br eures to be penn ard 
to be pronounc'd incurable, Againſt ſuch we pretend not to 
argue; but as to demoniaeiſm, that it was real, we can 
| ſearce-defire-a-bettey: proof than the confeſſion of enemies; 
wy of thoſe that lived : at, or near the time, when ſuch cures 
ere perform d. We have the acknowledgment of Julian 
* emperor, than whom there could not be a bitterer ad- 
verſary: one too learned, too ſubtle, too ſollicitous not to 
be deceiv'd, or dubious in ſuch a matter. Thus quoted by 
15 * vis e ſays, — mas we 
; — cc * | 


4 » 
. 


” moniaciſm in general, but likewiſe the 


0 ——— during C 
e oxcept that he cured — lame, and blind folks; and 
1 * exorciſed ſome demoniacs in the villages of Bethſaida, and 
Bethany. Here we ſee Julian fairly 2 not 2 de- 


that and the natural diſeaſe. | 
We have likewiſe the confellion of the ——— a8 great 

nemies as : they accuſed him of performing it by the 
| ini of magic. We may add the conteſſion of the devils 
themſelves, who believed and trembled at our Savior's power; 
both hilft he was on earth, and for ſome. ages after: they 
acknowledging and fearing his name. As is fully evident 
from the ka of Tertullian, Minutius, Cyprian, Thes- 
Philus, and others, which may largely be quoted. 
2. As to the reaſon of the thing, I argue; if weallow 
Providence to a agrecably to reaſon,” it muſt needs appear 
a prudent meaſure, worthy of the wiſdom. of God, in or- 
| Co: compaſs the propoſed end; more particulary about 
that age of the — which vras to be honor'd with the 
preat rere W obſerved 3 tak _ 2 1 _ 


ger lert and 

— * 1 to o wreek bis malice NCT the wicked, 5 
unhappy· people; on purpoſe that our bleſſed Savior's power 
might become: more conſpi 
not only over diſtempers, by his divine. word, but what is 
infinitely of eee to us, over the devil and his infer- 
nal agents. John ix. 2. This argument is — inforo d 
by our Savior himſelf. | 
3. Let us conſider the internal oviduvces what plainly 
ifes from the caſes themſelves. The holy wins evi- 
c and 


over. 


cuous. That he might triumpm 
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over. We cited a note which St. Luke premiſes to che 
hiſtory referr'd to, in the words of our text. vii. 21. 

And in that ſame time he cured many of - their infirmities 
and of their Plagues, and of evil ſpirits, © 

St. Matt. iv. 24. They brought unto him all fick people that 
were talen with divers diſeaſes and torments, and thoſe which\ 
were poſſeſſed with devils, and thoſe which Were ns and | 
thoſe that had the palſy, and he healed tbem 

Again viii. 16. They brought unto him many that were poſe | 
ed with devils: — be caſt out the Merit —_ 4 word, 
and healed all that were fick. 

Mark i. 32. They brought unto him all chat were ee 
and them that were poſſeſſed with devils. And he healed 
many - that were 457 of © drvers di iſeaſes and _ out e : 
devils. 5 

Luke iv. 40. Al they that. bad any fel with divers rdiſcafes, 
r — unto him: and. he laid his bands on every one 

of them, and healed them. And devils alſo came out of: many. 

Luke vi. 1 7. They came to be healed of their diſeaſes :© And 
they. that were vexed wi th unclean Jp rits: and "uy were | 
healed. vii. 21. ; | 

Luke viii. 2. Certain women bia bad been healed of evil 7 | 
and infirmities. And this diſtinction between demoniaciſm 
and the diſtemper, is ſufficient anſwer to all that Mr. Joſeph» 
Mede ſays on this head: for the very words of his text ſhow: 
it. John x. 20. He bath a devil, and is mad. T hey meant, 
the man was demoniac, with ſymptoms of lunacy rais'd by 

the devil. Matt. iv. 24. All thoſe which were poſſeſſed with 

devils, and thoſe*which were lunatic, and thoſe that had the 
| Palſy. 2 I erporiCopevous & oEAnmaloperous, x) WELAAPTINOUS, I 
£SeeaTeugey Glas. Tis apparent, beyond any poſlible con- 
tradiction, that lunacy, and palſy, and demoniaciſm are 
_ «diſtin diſcaſes; yet lunacy or oy: _ be SOR to demo- 
_ or cauſed by it. | 1 


Mo oreover 


— 
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Moreover our 'Savigr bimſelf diffinguiſhes them fot 
common diſeaſes; in his commiſſion to ” the apoſtles, after 
he had ordained them. Mark ii. 15. he gives them power 
70 beal fickneſſes,” and to cat out devils, © Matt. x; 1. he gave 
them power againſt unthean ſpirits, to*caft them out ; and 70 
Beal all manner of fickneſs, and all manner of- diſeaſe,” - 
Ver. 8. Heal the Hel, Cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, 5 
caff out devils. - Luke ix. i | 

In conſequence of this commiſſion, Mark. vi, 13. © They 
caſt out many devils; an anointed with ef Le tf that Were 
Hel; and bealed them. 

Acts viii. 7. After our Savior's ee the apoſtles! did 
the like; For unclean ſpirits, crying with ud voice, cane 
dul gf me ny that were poſſeſſed with them: and many talen 

vitb palſies, and that were lame, were healed. | 

So after our Savior's time, irenæus writes, II. 56, 575 
«: 'the chriſtians truly nin out devils, and heal the lick by 
© impoſition/of hands. | 

> Origen contra Celſum I. de 0 ip caſt out denn and 
* heal many diſeaſes.” Tertullian ad Scap. 4. fays, ** how 

e many honeſt men Have 105 us been healed, and freed! from 

600 devils? * £31 „ F- 

Innumerable paſſages of like nature to bei steck from 
the primitive writers. There is a conſtant diſtinction made 
between ſimple diſeaſes and demoniaciſm. At length, by 
degrees, as the purpoſe of theſe miraculous powers ceaſed, 4 
they ceaſed. . 

4. Therefore, according to my firſt MI RAINY we mb 
| reafondbly? affirm, that theſe were real diſtempers; and at 

the ſame time the effect of diabolical poſſeſfion. 7. e. 1555 5 | 
were diſeaſes raiſed by evil ſpirits, For what was the 2 
poſe of theſe helliſh agents it was not for the good of 
the unhappy perſons into whom they were entred; it was 
not to * them W 2a OO their loved oo 


22 ASERMON:BRBAC; HED; BE 3 
of tormenting. How could they do: this effecually bat by 
cauſing a diſeaſe? and to do that ſtill more effectually, 2 
nervous diſcaſe, — cruelleſt of all: torturing without Kill- 


. This was wrecking malice infernal; agitating the ani- 
a mal ſpirits. into the dep th of horror, deſpair, melancholy, - 
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hong ee hyſterics, affrighted imagination, 


epilepſy, convulſions, lunacy; crouding all ; mortal miſeries 
Into one. Theſe caſes, in their ordinary, their ſeparate, their 
common ſtate, are deplorable indeed; but what are they 
when urged by a ſpiritual being, whoſe eee is n to 


his nature, and his power 


14A. ſtoppage of infenſible perſpiration, of any 8 eva- 
— — errors in the nonnaturals, too free aſe of ſpirituaus 


liquors, riotous living, violent exerciſe, affections of the mind, 
paſſion,” grief, immoderate joy, will accelerate the pulſe, cauſe 
a fever. anch inflammations: theſe will fall upon the nervous 
iyſtem, ſo as to excite thoſe dire appearances. we have juſt 


mentioned. Is it nor eaſy for a ſpiritual agent to affect the 
blood and animal juices, of one abandon'd by providence, 
ſo as to produce all this? and this was the caſe of demonia- 
ciſn-in the goſpel. Sometimes they, appeared. with noiſy, 


1 and raving ſymptoms; ſometimes with ſorrow; 


and ſilent; rendring the poor creatutes both deaf 
— dumb, through a relaxation of their nerves. Sometimes 


they contracted their limbs through . convulſions, as in the 


woman who had been bowed together cightcen verd. Luke 


Xili. 11. 


It requires no great knowledge in philoſophy. or phyſick, 
to underſtand ſo plain a matter; it requires no more faith 


than any common hiſtory, related by an honeſt writer of 
reaſonable capacity: The devils actuated the limbs, blood. 


and organs of the miſerable wretches. 
'Tis childiſh to ſay, becauſe we don't ſee a ſupernatural 
"agency in the conduct of providence, now-a- days, * 


* 
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theie never was ſuch. To thoſe with whom nought but 5 5 
racles will paſs for arguments, I will point outta plain and 
obvious one, wc & they may behold every day of their 
lives; I mean ende of 455 Jews. They and the Aras 
bians are the only two ancient nations upon earth, that can 
be traced out to their original ſtem, the immediate deſcen- 
dents of faithful Abraham; who believed in the Meſſiah as 
many years before his advent, as we do now after. But the 
Jews in particular, are plainly a ſtanding miracle, a perpe- 
tual monument of the veracity of the holy ſcriptures, both _ 
of the old and new te in ent; too great for ti time itſelf to 
aeg. pres 1; 
. Apotbor! urge may very Fay, be de dug om 
this confideration, that ſome of the Jews themſelves did eject 
devils at that time. Mark ix. 38. John the apoſtle ſays to 
our Lord, Maſter, we ſaw one caſting out devils in thy name, 
and he\followeth not ul. Matt. vii.'22. Luke ix, 49. 
_ + Matt. xli. 27. Jeſus faith; if Thy Beelzcbub ta faſt out dul. 
by whom do your ons cas them out ? 
And that both Jews and other nations had a true notion 
of! men being poſfeſſed with devils; may be proved from the 
plain teſtimonies of Joſephus, Irenæus, who lived but a cen- 
tury aſter Chriſt; Juſtin martyr, Suidas, Origen, and others; 
from whence it may be inconteſtably ſhown, that this power 
remained in the church, till about Sonflantine” s time; then 
the reaſon and neceſſity of it ceaſing, the gift ceaſed. The 
. ee equally ſhows it to have been neceſſary till then. 
We may obſerve why God Almighty was pleaſed,” in the 
time of our bleſſed Savior, to give this extraordinary licence 
to the wicked ſpirits, to apprize mankind of their malicę and 
ſubtilty; and becauſe our Savior was ſufficiently, able to 
op ſc their power, and ſubdue them. 
o in the time of Moſes; when he wrought his ore of 0 | 
Ear —— before Pharoah and all his court; 
C 2 
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then. pleaſed, too to permit the | magicians to do great feats 
by the help of the devil, and only leſs works than Moſes 
did. Thus we read, Exod. vii..11. The magicians caſt 
don their rods as well as Moſes, and they became ſerpents; 
- þut Moſes's ſerpent eat them up. When Moſes turn'd the 
: water into blood, the magicians did the fame. But when 
Moſes made lice out of ; duſt, the aſſiſtance of the devil 
fail'd in ſo contemptible an animal: + twas a farcaſm upon 
them. 
Then the magicians aid to Pharbab; 7 bis 6 10 ebe fin finger of 
Ged! All this permiſſion tended but to magnify God's power. 
This fame reaſoning, by a true analogy, fully opens to us 
God's purpoſe, in regard to demoniacs in the goſpel :.;the 
- power of the devil oppos'd: to our Savior's miracles. It is 
| agreeable to the philoſophy in the natural world, where 
attraction and repulſion, - action and reaction, are the great . 
ſprings that conſerve the mighty frame of the univerſe. 
In the acts of the apoſtles, and in the times ſucteeding MI 
ttzhe earlieſt ages of the whilſt the Holy Ghoſt thought 
fit to continue; the gift of miracles; ſo long we find a con- 
comitant licence to the devil to oppoſe em, in a Vile 
manner. | 
And is not the reaſon conſpicuous, enough; wy now — 
bands are tyed up; that we are ſecure from his open inſult? 
This whole affair, when maturely conſidered, is a wiſe, a 
good, and a beautiful ordination of divine providence. 
= 6. We may again argue very ertinently from this circum- 
= | ſtance : That the evil ſpir o had powers and faculties 
—_ ſuperior to mere man, . our Savior; knew his perſon, 
3 office, and dignity : when it is not rea ſonable-to ſuppoſe, 
that the unfortunate poſſeſſed could know him. Luke iv. 41. 
And devils alſo came out 0 Fa many, crying out, and ſaying, Thou 
art Chriſt the ſen of. God. And he rebuking them, ſu Hered em 
not to 428 * they knew that he was the Me Mob. Ts 


Mark 
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Mark. i. 23. There was in their ſynagogue a man With. an 

| 1 ſpirit, and be cried out, Let us alone, what have we 
to do with thee, thou Feſus of Nazareth ? - Art thou come to 

90 9 us? 1 know thee 000. thou art, the ne one of Gods. 
Luke v. 33. 

Mark np 2.T, 59 K unto 5 him all that were * 000 

| and them as avere poſſeſſed with devils ; and be healed many.” 
that were fick of divers diſeaſes, and. caſt cut many devils; 
| ond ſuffered not the devils to ſpeak, becauſe they knew. him. 
Mark iii. 11. Aud unclean ſpirits, when they. ſaw him, fell 
82. before him, * eiech ching. 7 hou art the Sow. of f 
Go 

N ſothing can be a more unexceptionable 8 of this 
point, than the famous. hiſtory of the pollefled, in the 
country of the Gadarenes, where our Savior was an abſolute 
| ſtranger. The country was not inhabited by Jews, who 
might be ſuppoſed to be tinctur'd with a popular notion of 
poſſeſſions. Both city and country were Heathens, Syrians, 
Arabians, Greeks, and Romans. Gadara was a decapoli- 
tan city, and metropolis, rebuilt ſome time before by Pom- 
pey, in the year of Rome 690, the ſame year Pompey at- 
tacked Jeruſalem, "Joſephus informs us about it. Many 
old coins are extant of this city, in cardinal Norris's excel- 
lent book de epoc bis Syromacedonum: in Vaillant; and in 
Patin. This was as juſt. 10 years beſnge n Cæſar invaded 
Britain, 

Matth. viii. 29. The evil Spirits r. ran ** his at. 4 Fon 
cried out, ſaying, What have we to do with thee, Jeſus, thou, 
Son of; G 0%: art thou come hither to tor ment us before the 
zime? The Devils knew him, tho' the poor men could not 

offibly know him. They had been long ſeparated from 
5 Ban converſation, had lived in the tombs and deſarts. 
"mM b to invalidate * e of this argument. u 


41 44 


7. 11 


A SEKMON 0 rar Ach W ORE 


If we reflect on the general circumſtances of ele ; 
| hiſtories of the Demoriacs, we cannot want any reaſonable 
corwietion of the diſternper's being the effect of evil Spirits, 


dot ſimple diſeaſes. Such as our Savior's holding converſe 


with the Devils, aſking. them, What is thy name? they 
anſwer, Legion; his reproving them, commanding them 40 
hold their peace, Mark iit. 1 f. to go out of 2» men ; that 
' they ſhottld not male him known ; that they ſhould enter no 
more into them, Mark v. 8. ix. 25. their 6 poſtulating with 
him, begging he would not 4575 eftroy. them, torment them, 
Luke iv. 33. viii. 28. 8. Mark trade it, all the devil 
beſought him, that he would not ſend them out Bec cauntry : 
their crying, Mark ix. 26. his caſting ſeven Devils out of 
Mary Magdalen. Luke viii. 2. one that had been tormented 
with devils a long H me. Luke vin. 27. one oe erghteen —_ 

0 

Theſe are ee b db, that muſt be un- 
derſtood of realities, not phantoms. Can we ſuppoſe our 
divine -phyfician talk'd only to a diſeaſe, or to the diftem- 
per d fancies of the patients? or ke humor'd the miſtaken 
notions of the Jews, and other that were not Jews? 
All this is infinitely below his c kg Nor can an honeſt 
and grave hiſtorian relate it as fact, throughout his Whole 
work. Nor can S. Luke, a phyfician himſelf, a perſon of 
exquiſite learning, be led away, as the other e 
min with a popular error. | 
When the Devils parly with our Savior, and deg be 
would permit them Ro g * the ſavine. Matth. viii. — 
Moſt we think the mere patient begg d this favor? When 
the ſwine were agitated with the ſame” Demoniaciſm as the 
two men, was it a mere diſtemper? Was it ever known 
that any infectious illneſs ſhould take a herd of 2000 ani- 
mals * and all at once? 


nn ee OI I OR a I A a bo ret 
” 7 9 " N Ea . . PY . 


THE COLLEGE. oF PHY 78101 N 
Wnen Devils are ſaid to throw „ 


and tear them; when our Savior ſpeaks of ejected. Spirits, LE 


wandring about in dry places; of taking ſeven other Spirits 
more wicked than themſelves, - and. reentring poſſefſion, 
Luke xi. 24. theſe are hiſtorical - perſonalities, not no- 
tional. If they are not ſo underſtood, ſo intended to be un- 
derſtood, then we muſt abandon common ſenſe, common 
language, and conclude. there is no logic, no ſuch. thing, 
as 3 narration, no . no truth 1 RAY: thing we. 2 
or Du 
- -- Bot this. affair does not "ell only on the evangelical. 
Writers. In after-times,: Juſtin Martyr, in his addreſs; to 
the Roman Senate, ſtakes the whole credit of the Chriſtian, 
faith upon this faculty. of ejecting Devils, in the moſt public: | 
manner. Tertullian the ſame, in his apology. 
Atſter all, what is the reaſon of this priciſm, as to, this, 
particular of real Demoniaciſm? when tis impoſlible. to 
deny the cure to be miraculous, tho' we grant the diſeaſe 


to be purely natural. Is it more difficult, | Jy a. ſupernatural, 
power, to eject a Devil, than to cure a diſeaſe ? Theres, 


fore the foundation of this doubt is as Weak, as it is un- 


meaning; and could a victory be obtained, the triumph is 
vain. Tis as the Jews quarrelling with our Savior for 
| Mes to forgive ſins: at the ſame inſtant as he was con- 
fledly . a man by a miracle, before their eyes. 
III. We are to make 9 application of what has been 
ſaid, and addreſs, on occaſion of the preſent ſolemnit y. 
1. The firſt and moſt obvious proof is this, that LES VS. 
is the Meffiah. The prophets moſt-glaringly priced his 
healing diſeaſes in a ſupernatural manner. He moſt noto- 
riouſly fulfilled their predictions. 
2. Tis of no mean conſequence to mankind to Know, 
that our Savior, in his e e as able to T4 
1b <A 
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1 with the Devil's unreſtrained malice, Tis an encourage- - 7 

1 ment to us to withſtand his more EI fuggeſiang and 

= ingen power. 

: Of all the learned aw; none can deſerve. the an 
ben more, than that of the phyſician: For of the nr. 2 
cometh- healing, and be ſhall receive honor of the king.” The 
Kill of the: e ſhall lift up his head, and in the Hb. 
of 8 men ſhall be be in . ſays the ſon of Si- 
rach. julian the emporor writes, the art of medicin was 
defervedly, by the e faid to have delbended from ; 
Heaven. 

It cannot receive a. higher Saen than that it was ge 

imary character of the Meſſiah. And of this, even in 

| 9 then antiquity, we find there was notice; which muſt. 
have been derived from ſome prophetic reports deliver d 

2 down from the fortner ages of the world. Hence it was 

they form' d their deity Apollo, the fon of Jupiter, the fa-. 

ther of medicin. In Apollo are very many notorious cha- 
racters of Methah, which our preerit ſubjoct TOURS: us not 
to enlarge upon. © 
Tho we cannot cure diſcaſes by chi ſame method: as our 
Sayier did, yet tis glorious enough for us, that he has given 
us the natufal means, the herbs and drugs of ſuch won- 
derful qualities and virtues, as will do it in moſt deplorable, 
morbid: circumſtances. The Lord hath created medicins out 
of the earth, and he that is wiſe will not abhor them. Our 
fin and folly 3 is generally the cauſe of diſeaſes. © Let us re- 
pent, and amend of them, and then call in the aid of- the 
phyſctan, fer the Lord hath created bim. There' is 4 time, 
when in their hands there is good ſucceſs ; for they ſhall alſo 
Pray unto the Lord, that he would proſper that ob ch" they” 
gi ve for eaſe, and remedy to prolong life. 
Here, my beloved brethren, we ſee the duty bf the pa- 
tient, and of the phyſician,” ſet in its 1 light, kh tis 
* = evident 
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Rog ch metal decent bop 
tural. A truly gloribus imitation of hr Pete — 5 
example! And we ee end eeuch it behoves a phyſician _ 
werk a bleſſing, upon his as well for the -pas 
tient's _ Se by his attachment ww duties of | 
SH} turd vir »# 20771. 0259 Re Y 5131 WH 
W ans have the been 5b Ee of 
_ ode Seiko in the ractic > of the ee Wow ihekoviewus 


the Jen; God: almighty was p 
republiſh the ſanctity of the 8a 
moral lawys of the 
Sindie- The Sabbath- is the: fer.” 0 
dent of alt thi reſt. He was pl e | 
* toy” _ when: for 2 ether, Arie their 

* „ e d with. bread 
tg it, that they ige 80 


leſs hindered frokit ade anch Aurp uf ie day: Vithic) 
the Jews wire: poliefſediof- the land of Canaan,” their bene. 
— Hove. cane them the tandins miracle of t E | 


11 they were to uſe no works of agricul- 
7 ceding 


otwi anding this ende wer of bes che 
Fe mer the end of the kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, 
became. ſcandalouſly. negligent of their duty in both particu- 
lars. On the Sabah day! they would drive their carts to 
market, and traſſic; and on Dabbatic N 7 n 
. eee ground, and ſo wp. 0 
Fe ory og them for this haniefal and brench of 

| was. pleaſed? to deliver the wh Nation over 
det ae e tivity; under the — mo» 
narch. And this laſted ft n TTL was come 
Janne 1 D pleted: 
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2 'they had ſo fooliſhly, as well as iwickedly;'ideſeora 
ted. That they who would not attend on the delightful 30 
of paying their adoration to ſo kind a Proveditor, rhights by 
. an;exatt retribution, ſpend chat ame time in the mo ſt abject 
tbraldomm. en of Tis Vi ae C10 08 -,93 A n: 
3 After they had been thus ſeverely diſciplined, upon their 
1 return (ſo Aiftult is it to preferve the ꝑ medium) they 
man into acontrary extreme. 80 ſcrupulouſly and in judicionfly 
_ exact. were they become in aps Sabbath, that the7 
would not ſuffer a phyſi N N ee I 
: $anQion'on that day. Lüke xiv. ERIE n O08 17 Micha 
Hence it as en in the. evangelical hiſtory,” we find 
; — cavilling at our Savior on this account? :His cuſtom 
was never to omit the Sabbatical #tvice at the Synagogue, 
- wherever he was. Matth. iv. 24. ix. 3 „Mark vi. 2. Luke 
| wo. 16, 37. xii. 20. and very many 


Epaces 260 
Matt. xi. 10. Mark iii. 2. Luke vi. 6. A man appeared 
| before him there with a; wither'd hand; the Jews wratched 
him, whether he would heal him on the ſabbath day. Tho- 
he khew their malice, yet he cured the man, and gives them 
the rationale of the practice. As likewiſe John vii. 22. John 
v. 8. Another inſtance. Our Savior having withdrawn him- 
ſelf, they fell upon his patient, It is the ſabbath day, it is 
not lawfel for thee to carry thy bed. ver. 16. They ought to 
y TESUS becauſe he had bealed him on the fabbath day. 
Lukeixiv: 1. An hydropic thus cured. John xix. 14. A man 
born blind. Luke iii. 14. Xiv. 1. A digbollc! ſpirit, which | 
had bowed a woman double, and others. 
Our Savior ſeems ftudioully to obviate this ieetchaal mos 
tion of the Jews: to join mercy, and ſacrifice; to heal 5 
the very temple, and in the rage" e And the a 

5 3 imitated his example. Acts iii. And thus it "iy 
comes a chriſtian phyſician to perforn b duty of. viſiting 

he aw on ſabbath _— and as mich 8 le con- 


: 


ns. 


| venience will admit, not to leave the other duty e 1 
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: that of making his approaches to God's holy temple. - 1 . 4 


Adopt the ſentiments of the be author of religio me. 9 YR 


. bleſſed Savior the divine phyſician ; to the moſt holy Spirit, 
the illuminator, be aſcribed, as is juli due, all poſſible 


who frequented the public. | 
forth to viſit his patients: and left A wad: to OO that 


cutrix Lady Sadleir . Proceet 
others our illuſtrious predeceſſots: : and 51 your art preſerve 


ever. Amen. 


5. Imitate then, my beloved brethren, the great founder 
of our religion. Purſue the ſteps. of St. Luke the beloved 


phyſician. Remember we the founder of our royal College, 


the good Linacre : as remarkable for his love of religion, as 
of his profeſſion, and his zeal for the perpetual ſtability of 
the faculty. He completed his illuſtrious character by en- 
tring into holy orders; and dy'd a dignitary of the ö 


dici. Reflect upon the memory of the excellent Willis, 
rning prayers before he went 


ſervice, in St. Martin's church. 

And with particular gratitude we e commemorate the piety 1 
of the author of this day's ſolemnity, Dr. Croune, whols „ 
religious deſignation Was completed b lar widow and e- ð / 
the path of theſe, and . © 


even remote poſterity to follow your examples: That as the 
perfection of phyſick is juſtly to be attributed to our gm 
time, and country; we may not fail to render the chatacter 
conſummate, in that of the truly chriſtian phyſician. f 


To almighty God the giver of all good things; to our 


adoration, thankſgiving, Fo. * 8 * now, is for 
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| conquerer;- and were ſeated at Freeſton by Boſton. {6-4 founded the 7 * there. 
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